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Threat: marine debris
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Learn more about Marine
Debris from the Ocean
Communicators Alliance

Ocean Protection Council
NOAA Marine Debris Program
California Coastal Commission
Cordell Bank National Marine
Sanctuary

COSEE-West

Environment California

Ocean Conservancy:
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Beach buffs give back, litter by litter -
The News Journal

COA celebrates Earth Day with Beach
Sweeps - Atlanticville

Kenya's coastal waters in danger -
Coastweek

Ships Using Caribbean Sea As
Dumping Ground - Chief Engineer
Plastic Bags a Major Problem for
Marine Wildiife - LiveScience.com

Marine Debris

What is Marine Debris?

Marine debris is any man-made, solid material that enters waterways directly through littering
or indirectly via rivers, streams and storm drains. Marine debris can be simple items such as

a discarded soda can, cigarette butt, plastic bags, or a lost fishing net that ends up in the
ocean potentially harming marine life. Nearly 80 percent of marine debris results from
land-based sources.

You Can Make a Difference
With so much trash and litter entering our ocean every year, the problem of preventing and

reducing marine debris is an urgent challenge that we must meet to preserve the health of
our ocean. i and i can make a dif

+ Take Action Against Marine Debris

+ Where Does Marine Debris Come From?
+ Why is Marine Debris a Problem?

Marine debris kills marine animals, can leach toxic pollutants, carries endangered
species, endangers human heaith and hurts business and tourism by poliuting our
beaches and coastlines.

Marine debris can injure and kill wildlife through ingestion and entanglement as birds, fish
and mammals often mistake plastic and other debris for food. Many endangered
albatross birds and chicks have been found dead with stomachs full of plastic, including
bottle caps and cigarette lighters; some birds even feed plastic pieces to their young.
Gray whales have washed ashore with plastic bags and sheeting in their stomachs. Sea
turties mistake plastic bags for jellyfish, one of their favorite foods. With debris filling their
stomachs, animals have a false feeling of being full, and may die of starvation.

Common items, such as fishing line or nets, strapping bands and six-pack rings, also can
hamper the mobility of marine animals. Once entangled, animals have trouble eating,
breathing or swimming, all of which can have fatal resuits. Plastic debris poses an
especially large problem, because it takes hundreds of years to break down. Plastic
easlly fioats for hundreds of miles on ocean currents and may never fully biodegrade.
Meanwhile, the debris may continue to trap and ill animals year after year.

Plastic debris also acts as a sponge for toxic, hormone-disrupting chemicals like
Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and Dichloro-Diphenyl-Trichloroethane (DDT) that
reside in seawater. NOAA is currently investigating the issue of plastic debris and these
pollutants. Contaminant levels in some plastics are one million times greater than
contaminants found in seawater. The chemical components of plastics themselves may
also be a potential source of other toxins that find their way into the food chain.

In November 2008, the California Ocean Protection Council (OPC) adopted an ocean
litter implementation strategy that identifies broad approaches that the state could take to
eliminate marine cebris. For more information about the strategy, please visit the OPC
Web site.

For downloadable resources about marine debris, visit the NOAA Marine Debris Web
site.
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Take Action: social networks
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Social Networks

Connect with us on your faverite social media site to stay up-to-date on our latest initiatives, news and competitions.

Find out what we are doing by following us on Twitter

faCEbOOk Join our Thank You Ocean Facebook group to see our latest events and photos.

myspace | .
" y p com Don't forget to be our friend on MySpace.
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Take Action: Pledge
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Pledge
10 Things You Can Do to Return the Favor

The ocean takes care of us. Now I's our tum 10 fetum the favor. Many people are overwheimed by al of the problems our ocean faces
and wonder how they can protect our 0cean and coastal plants, animals and habitats for the future. Fortunately, there are simpie ways.
you Make a ifference every single day. The 10 actons below are Some of the warys you San Show the world that you're commitied 10
protecting the ocean

Recycle used motor ofl. Don't let motor od spil on the Ground because rain wil wash it Into the storm-water drains, and from there
out 10 sea, where & can harm or kifl marine Me. Aways recycie used motor ol at your local gas station, auto pans store or wherever
you get your ol changed. NEVER pour motor ofl Sown any crain. Find an oi-recyciing center near you: click here

Put garbage and recyclables in their proper place. If not disposed of property, piastics, Styrofoam and other garbage can enter p—
our creeks and fivers and wash out 1o sea. These materials can choke marine birds and mammals, so dispose of them in the right

way. Don't release hetum baloons - winds ofien cary balloons far away whero they can defiat and end up in the ocean. Sea PLEDGE
i ok ¢ mistaking defs goons for edi fisn

turties can choke 1o death after mistaking defiated bakoons for edible jellyfis gn the petition

Carry and use non-disposal bags. The most common itler found In the ocean i plasiics. Instead of disposadie piastic bags, carry
and use you own reusable bag at the grocery and other CONVeNIaNce SIones. In AAAON, PACK yOur uNch — and your kids' lunches

in reusable, sirtight bisphencl A (BPA}-free plastic containers. BPA Is a substance found in hard plastics thought 1o mimic
hormones in our bodies.

Use reusable coffee cups and water bottles. Each year, people use and discard more than 25 bilon disposabie coffee cups and o
botties for water and soft drinks. invest a few coliars in a ravel mug and a water bottie. This step eliminates the thousands of ENGAGE
disposable cups and botties you would Use, saves rees and oil, and makes certain that no disposable cups, botties or plastic lids

will @nd up In the ocean as marine debris or Itier enter contests

Cut up plastic stx-pack rings. If Six-pACK NGS Det Into T MArine ENVIONMENt. Ty Can STANGIE MANNe brds, 56a 1urtes and

mammals, Cut up the plastic rings found on stx-packs of soda and other beverages 1o eiminate this possibilty. Better yet, choose 1o \
buy tems that are not packaged with six-pack rings whenever possible. N

Respect vuinerable marine life. Tread ligntly. or not at all, on tide pools and rocky Shore habitats because you can crush the
marine life that ives there. Keep your distance from sea birds, seals, 5ea lons, otiers and other ocean wildife as you could disturd PARTNER
their feeding or restng. If you see a marine mammal in trouble, report 1t 1o the Marine Mammal Conter. The International Bird

Rescue Research Center can provide Information on how to help an Injured birg srporate partnershigs

Maintain a healthy lawn and garden.Excessive use of chamically based pesticoes, herbicides and fertilzers can run off your lawn
into storm drains and nto the ocean, Use these chemicals respansibly according 10 the Instructions or, betier yet, change to organic
products Consicer cpuons such as 1ess-toXiC INSeCtGICal S08D s A pesticoe before using a toxic one. Or plant a native garden that
doesn'l require lots of chemcals or waler. For more nformation, see e Callfornia Integrated Waste Management Board's
sustainable landscaping Web site.

Conserve water and use it responsibly.The less water we use, the less runoff and wastewater will pollute our ocsan. In addition
this leaves more water for coastal streams for saimon and reduces the need for converting ocean water 1o dninking water. Use a
broom instead of a hose 1o ciean you drivewsy and/or sidewaik. Take shorter showers, and tum off the faucet while brushing your
teeth. For more tips. 9o 10 the USEPA's Watersense Web site.

Make smart seafood choices. Buy 56af00d that you know is being harvested sustainably and doesn't contain heavy metals, such
a8 marcury, that pose & fisk 1o human health. Consult the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s seafood guide that entfies ihe best choices
10 Make 1o help preserve these fish stocks for future generations

Don't flush kitty litter. Cats can host a deadly pathogen, calied Toxopiasmosis gondi, which appears 1o contribute 10 nearly 40
percent of the mortasty in Casfornia Sea ofiers cbserved in the past several years. Dispose of kit litter in trash receptacies instead
of flushing it down the tolet

What is your Zip?

Submit Survey
a SIGNUP FOR OUR E-NEWSLETTER

Emall This Page

© 2000 ThankVouOuman Al Rights Amssrvent Tobe Action | Tivets | Woud Focte | st for Kide




Take Action: contests

thankyouocean.org i ;

Home About Take Action Threats JustforKids News Contact Search

Contests

Videos Wanted: Thank You Ocean challenges Californians to show their love for the oceanin a ":_:-
30-second promotional video
JOIN

foin our social networks |

Thank You Ocean is looking for the next directing star. In our fir deo oo YOou ¢ rour own Thank You
Ocean viral commercial to conve, } of us. Let's return the

favor”

is our way of letting you tell the world how akes care of W A show how v srning the favo .

o thank the oczan for? Gat crestive n 3 L round the world!

on originality,
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Take Action: Partnerships
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Partnerships

Corporate and Foundation Partnerships

The Thank You Ocean Campaign offers creative partnership opportunities for corporations, foundations and major donors to educate
the public about the importance of sustaining ocean life and to inspire Californians to pracllce ocean stewardship to combat the
unprecedented threats facing the planet. For 1S, par can be social ility

or a co-branded marketing effort.

Programs range from supporting Thank You Ocean’s marine debris abatement effort to our climate change public education campaign.
These efforts include the use of television, radio, social media, public service messages and out-of-door communications. Supporters
have an opportunity to help provide crucial education to the public and inspire millions to be better stewards of our ocean.

YYour organization's support helps the Thank You Ocean provide effecti ion about the benefits the ocean provides to
us and identifies ways that each of us can help protect the ocean in our everyday lives. Join us in our effort to say, Thank You Ocean! —

Thank You Ocean Contributors and Supporters PLEDGE
sign the petition

The Thank You Ocean C: ign gratefully the following and foundations that have provided contributions
that help us say Thank You Ocean!

Ocean Protection Council

Resources Legacy Fund Foundation

Ernest F. Hollings Ocean Awareness Trust Fund
Channel Islands Sanctuary Foundation

NOAA Fisheries

NOAA Offices of National Marine Sanctuaries
NOAA National Ocean Service E N GAG E
California Natural Resources Agency
California Coastal Commission enter contests

Corporate & Foundation Partnership Contact

To become a Thank You Ocean corporate or foundation sponsor, please contact: “

Tim Jemal N\
Thank You Ocean Campaign ~§)
(949) 600-7742

tim@jemalpublicaffairs.com

Support Us corporate partnerships
« Join Us
Donate Now!
Shop to Support Thank You Ocean

.
.
« Corporate and Foundation Partners
« Nonprofit Partners
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Enhanced public-private partnerships

* Targeted fundraising opportunities span
— Federal and state appropriations
— Businesses through CSR and marketing dollars
— Family and private foundations
— Individuals through microdonations
— Retail-based through Web site store
— Major gifts private donors



Targeted outreach to Spanish-speaking community

e (California Coastal
Commission grant to
create Spanish-
language version of
web site

* Code Blue Foundation
funding for a Spanish-
language radio PSA




NOAA Education Grants

e Partnership between TYO and 4 aquaria
— Birch Aquarium at SIO
— Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
— Aquarium of the Pacific
— Steinhart Aquarium at the California Academy of Sciences

* S1 million proposal for education activities around
TYO’s 4 threats to the ocean

* Culminates in June 2010 World Ocean Day
celebration with radio PSA coverage in 4 aquarias’
media markets

e Letters of support?



